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TAGS: PDIP, CH, ZA 

SUB J : CHINESE AMBASSADOR PRESENTS CREDENTIALS 

1 . NEWLY ARRIVED PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA AMBASSADOR 
KU PAHAI PRESENTED HIS CREDENTIALS TO ZAMBIAN PRESIDENT 

KENNETH KAUNDA IN A RTATE HOUSE CEREMONY MARCH 14. IN 
HIS REMARKS FOLLOWING THE PRESENTATION. KAUNDA PRAISED 
THE PRC FOR ITS ASSISTANCE TO ZAMBIA, ESPECIALLY THE 
"UHURU" RAILWAY LINKING TANZANIA AND ZAMBIA, AND ADDED. 

" BUT NOTHING STANDS OUT MORE THAN THE EXAMPLE CHINA GIVES 
THE REST OF THE WORLD REGARDING SELFLESSNESS IN THE 
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STRUGGLE AGAINST IMPERIALISM AND EXPLOITATION." 

2. AMBASSADOR KU SAID THAT CHINA APPRECIATED ZAMBIA'S 
ROLE IN THE STRUGGLE FOR FREEDOM IN SOUTHERN AFRICA. 

HE STATED THAT DURING HIS TENURE HE WOULD WORK CLOSELY 
WITH PRESIDENT KAUNDA TO DEVELOP FURTHER THE FRIENDLY 
RELATIONS AND COOPERATION BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES. 
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3. COMMENT: AMBASSADOR KU ONLY ARRIVED IN ZAMBIA ON 
MARCH 10, AND THE FOUR DAY INTERVAL BEFORE PRESENTING 
CREDENTIALS MAY BE THE SHORTEST ON RECORD HERE. THE 
SPEED WITH WHICH THE CEREMONY WAS ARRANGED MAY BE 
INDICATIVE OF HOW COMFORTABLE THE ZAMBIAN LEADERSHIP 
FEELS IN ITS RELATIONSHIP WITH CHINA WHICH HAS BEEN 
NURTURED BY VISITS OF TOP ZAMBIAN OFFICIALS TO CHINA AS 
WELL AS BY MATERIAL ASSISTANCE. PRESIDENT KAUNDA IS 
REPORTEDLY PLANNING A TRIP TO CHINA FOR LATE SPRING, 

WHICH SHOULD STRENGTHEN RELATIONS FURTHER. 

4. IN THE CONTEXT OF THE CURRENT SITUATION IN SOUTHERN 
AFRICA, ZAMBIANS PROBABLY SEE CHINA AS A SOMEWHAT MORE 
NEUTURAL FORCE THAN THE WEST OR THE SOVIET UNION, BOTH 

OF WHOM THE ZAMBIANS PERCEIVE AS HAVING THEIR OWN SPECIAL 
INTERESTS TO PURSUE. WITH THE CHINESE COUNSELING AND 
RAILING EQUALLY AGAINST THE DANGERS OF IMPERIALISM AND 
HEGEMONISM, AMBASSADOR KU MAY BE INCREASINGLY ABLE TO GET 
THE EAR OF THE ZAMBIAN GOVERNMENT. 
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